The " Lusitania >f Incident

I  resolved,   without  waiting  for  instructions  from  Berlin,
to make use of my privileged position as Ambassador to demand
an audience with the President.    I heard later, among other
thingb, when I was at Manila, that on this very day, June 2nd,
all preparations had been made for breaking oft relations, and
for the inevitable resulting war.    As a result of my interview,
however, they were cancelled.    I had a long conversation with
the President and two   of his advisers.    Mr.  Wilson felt the
position acutely, and was animated solely by a desire to preserve
peace.    We both realized that it  was  a question of gaining
time, and succeeded in coming to an agreement on the measures
to be taken to mitigate the crisis.    We took the view that the
isolation of Germany had given rise to an atmosphere of mis-
understanding between her and the United States,  and that
the establishment of some sort of personal relationship might
be expected to ease this tension ;  I, therefore, proposed, and the
President agreed, that Meyer Gerhard, a member of the Privy
Council, who had accompanied Dr. Dernburg to America, and
was then acting on behalf of the German Red Cross, should at
once go to Germany and report in person to the  Government.
Mr. Wilson, for his part, undertook that no final decision should
be taken until Meyer Gerhardt had reported the results of his
mission.
At the end of this interview I was convinced in my own
mind that the President would never enter on war with Germany,
otherwise I could not conceive why he should have concurred
in my proposals instead of breaking off relations at once. He
would, had he chosen the latter course, have had American
public opinion more decidedly behind him than it was later,
at the time of the final breach. Not a voice would have been
raised in opposition, except that of the Secretary of State, Mr*
Bryan, who, as it was, resigned his office on the ground that
the exchange of Notes threatened to involve the United States
in war, and could not be reconciled, therefore, with his own
pacific intentions,
It is certain that if I had not at this stage of the Lusitania
crisis had my interview with  the  President,  relations would